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always a difficult and expensive undertaking. It is
easy to attack a public man in a journal, but the
motives which can warrant an action at law must be
serious. A solid ground of complaint must therefore
exist to induce an individual to prosecute a public
officer, and public officers are careful not to furnish
these grounds of complaint when they are afraid of
being prosecuted.
This does not depend upon the republican form
of American institutions, for the same facts present
themselves in England. These two nations do not
regard the impeachment of the principal officers of
State as a sufficient guarantee of their independence.
But they hold that the right of minor prosecutions,
which are within the reach of the whole community,
is a better pledge of freedom than those great judicial
actions which are rarely employed until it is too late.